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Phase 1: Citywide Vision Phase 2: District Plans
Informs district plans Informs zoning map revisions

Philadelphia2035 is the city’s Comprehensive Plan. Adopted, 
maintained, and updated by the Philadelphia City Planning Commission 
(PCPC), this document serves as a roadmap to guide physical development 
for the next 25 years and beyond. 

Philadelphia2035 is a two-phase effort. PCPC completed Phase 1 in 2011 
with the adoption of the Citywide Vision. This document lays out broad, far-
reaching goals for development organized under three themes of Thrive, 
Connect, and Renew, and nine planning elements including neighborhoods, 
land management, open space, and transportation. The many objectives 
and strategies identified in the Citywide Vision are crafted to contribute to 
a stronger economy, a healthier population, and a smaller environmental 
footprint for Philadelphia. The Citywide Vision predicts that 100,000 more 
residents and 40,000 more jobs will come to Philadelphia by 2035. 

Phase 2 of Philadelphia2035 is the District Plans. These plans apply the 
concepts of the Citywide Vision to specific areas of Philadelphia, using the 
PCPC’s 18 planning districts to organize the process. Each District Plan has 
three major products:

1. Land use and proposed zoning plans (to guide zoning map revisions)

2. Planning focus areas (locations where multiple or significant 
interventions are needed) and

3. Recommendations for changes to the physical environment, including  
transit infrastructure and neighborhood facilities (to inform the Capital 
Program)
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This University Southwest District Plan Implementation Update highlights some of 
the projects and recommendations that have moved forward since the adoption of the plan.

CENTRAL 
CENTRAL NORTHEAST 
LOWER FAR NORTHEAST 
LOWER NORTH 
LOWER NORTHEAST 
LOWER NORTHWEST 
LOWER SOUTH
LOWER SOUTHWEST 
NORTH
NORTH DELAWARE
RIVER WARDS
SOUTH
UNIVERSITY SOUTHWEST 
UPPER FAR NORTHEAST
UPPER NORTH 
UPPER NORTHWEST
WEST
WEST PARK

THE 18 DISTRICTS
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UNIVERSITY SOUTHWEST

40%

60%

DISTRICT RECOMMENDATIONS UPDATE

Complete trails as prioritized by the Philadelphia 
Trail Master Plan: Bartram’s Mile. 

Philadelphia Parks and Recreation, working with the Schuylkill 
River Development Corporation and the John Bartram 
Association, is building the Bartram’s Mile Trail.  The trail 
follows the west bank of the Schuylkill River between Grays 
Ferry Avenue and 58th Street, on either side of Bartram’s 
Garden, connecting to Schuylkill Banks to the north. 
Construction is slated to begin by late 2015.

Create open space by 
transforming the schoolyard at Lea 
Elementary into a park.

This year, the West Philly Coalition for 
Neighborhood Schools with several public 
and private financial partners, broke ground 
on the largest phase of their schoolyard 
improvement project:  to transform Lea 
Elementary’s asphalt schoolyard into a 
shady tree grove, lush rain gardens, and a 
new entrance into the play yard at 47th and 
Spruce Streets. 
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Create a strategic plan for Mount Moriah 
Cemetery.

2015 saw the creation of a court-ordered receivership 
board, the Mount Moriah Cemetery Preservation 
Corporation, authorized to act on behalf of the cemetery 
and to improve safety and determine its future.  The 
corporation has worked to expand partnerships, 
secured a determination of the cemetery’s eligibility for 
the National Register, received a grant from the City 
to temporarily secure the crumbling gatehouse, and 

applied for funding to prepare a strategic plan. 

COMPLETE OR IN PROGRESS

NOT STARTED

29%

71%

The PCPC would like to thank our 
implementation partners:
•	 Councilwoman Blackwell
•	 AMTRAK
•	 University City District
•	 SEPTA
•	 Philadelphia Streets Department
•	 Philadelphia Office of Transportation 

and Infrastructure Systems
•	 Philadelphia Parks & Recreation
•	 Local Non-Profits

IMPLEMENTATION PARTNERS



NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS STATUS
USW

3

Create transit-oriented development overlay districts along Market Street and in the vicinity 
of stations at 30th Street, 40th Street and 46th Street to enable higher density, mixed-use 
development.

In Progress

VACANT LAND AND STRUCTURES

USW
15

Re-certify for blighted conditions and update the Redevelopment Area Plans for the 
following redevelopment areas:
•	 South 51st Street and Baltimore Avenue
•	 4800 Block of Woodland Avenue

In Progress

THRIVE Neighborhood Centers | Housing | Metropolitan and Regional Centers 
Industrial Land | Institutions | Cultural Economy | Vacant Land and 
Structures | Land Suitability | Municipal Support Facilities

RECOMMENDATIONS

USW 3: 30th Street Station District Plan

The 30th Street Station is the third-busiest Amtrak station in the country, 
houses direct connections to SEPTA and NJ Transit, is a nexus of regional 
bus, subway, and trolley routes, and is expected to accommodate a rise in 
rail passenger growth over the next several decades.  

In the summer of 2014, Amtrak, Brandywine Realty Trust, Drexel University, 
PA Department of Transportation, and SEPTA joined forces with a group 
of stakeholders to embark on a long-term collaborative master-planning 
process for the 30th Street Station District. 

The two-year master planning process included partnerships with the 
City, local institutions, and surrounding property owners, and included five 
public meetings. The plan addresses how the station, surrounding land 
uses, and transportation system can address rising passenger rail demand, 
how commercial and residential development of local institutions can be 
accommodated, and how travelers, residents, and workers can enjoy a 
pleasant environment when visiting the site.

The District Plan seeks to maximize the benefits of this highly functioning 
transit facility by recommending higher density, mixed-use development 
around the station, and improving connections to and from the station.

USW 15: 51st and Baltimore 
Redevelopment Area Plan 

On September 16th, 2014, the Philadelphia 
City Planning Commission adopted an updated 
redevelopment area plan for 51st and Baltimore 
Avenue.

The Baltimore Avenue corridor in this location suffers 
from vacancy and deterioration, but has the potential 
to be revitalized through recent investments. 

The Philadelphia City Planning Commission re-
evaluated conditions and proprosals that were 
included in the older redevelopment plan, specifically 
in light of the potential that was discovered during the 
University Southwest District Plan process. 

The new plan identifies modest improvements that can 
be made to the streetscape and surrounding zoning to 
help facilitate development along this pedestrian and 
transit oriented commercial corridor.

University Southwest district plan 
recommendation number 3

USW
3
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TRANSIT STATUS

USW
18

Create multi-modal transit hubs at the intersection transfer points between heavily-used 
transit lines. These areas include:
•	 South 52nd Street and Baltimore Avenue
•	 40th Street and Market Street
•	 46th Street and Market Street

In Progress

COMPLETE STREETS AND HIGHWAYS

USW
22

Remove a travel lane on Chestnut Street west of 34th Street and replace it with a buffered 
bike lane or cycle track. This would create an eastbound bike route to work in conjunction 
with the existing westbound route on Walnut Street, and would also make pedestrian 
crossings safer.

In Progress

CONNECT Transit | Complete Streets | Streets and Highways
Airports, Seaports, and Frieght Rail

USW 22: Chestnut Street Bike Lane

The Philadelphia Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan (2012)
and Progress Report (2015) identify the extension of 
the Chestnut Street bicycle lane west of 34th Street 
as a high priority improvement to the bicycle network. 

In 2015, the Philadelphia Streets Department 
completed a study that determined that a one mile 
stretch from 45th Street to 34th Street could be 
realigned to use the parking lane as protection for the 
bike lane, resulting in considerable improvement in 
the level of service for bicyclists. 

The Philadelphia Streets Department and Office 
of Transportation and Infrastructure Systems have 
coordinated with PennDOT to ensure that planned 
improvements will align with reconstruction of the 
Chestnut Street Bridge over the Schuylkill River. Next 
steps for the project involve assembling funding to 
complete the first phase.

USW 18: Complete Streets TCDI Study

In 2015, the Philadelphia City Planning Commission was awarded a 
Transportation and Community Development Initiative grant from DVRPC 
to study five key intersections for their potential to meet Philadelphia 
Complete Streets guidelines. Among the intersections chosen was 40th and 
Market Street.

40th and Market Street is a major transportation hub, proximate to 
institutional and research facilities, restaurants, and small businesses. It 
is the transfer point for a number of heavily used bus lines, the diversion 
point for West Philadelphia trolleys during maintenance and emergencies, 
the location of a north-south bike lane, and is a priority for subway elevator 
access in SEPTA’s Capital Program. During periods of trolley diversion, 
passengers assemble on relatively narrow sidewalks. The 40th Street 
Intersection Study includes a technical report and schematic design that 
recommends changes in traffic lanes, stop placement, the installation 
of bump-outs, signage, bus shelters, SEPTA elevator, bicycle facilities, 
pedestrian improvements, and other amenities to increase transit ridership 
and enhance the functioning and safety of the multi-modal intersection. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
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WATERSHED PARKS, TRAILS, AND WATERFRONTS STATUS

USW
27

Complete the extension and creation of the following trails as prioritzed by the Philadelphia 
Trail Master Plan: 
•	 Bartram’s Mile - the “Bartram’s North” section is highest priority
•	 Schuylkill River swing-bridge connection from Bartram’s Mile to Grays Ferry Crescent
•	 West Bank Greenway

In Progress

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS AND RECREATION
USW

29

Create access to open space in the Garden Court, Walnut Hill, and Spruce Hill 
neighborhoods by transforming the schoolyard at Lea Elementary into a green, publicly-
accessbible park space.

In Progress

CULTURAL, HISTORICAL, AND 
ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES
USW

38
Create a strategic plan for the reuse and stabilization of Mount Moriah Cemetery. In Progress

RENEW Watershed Parks and Trails | Waterfronts | Neighborhood 
Parks and Recreation | Air Quality | Water Quality | Tree Cover 
Cultural, Historic, and Architectural Resources | Heritage Tourism 
Development Patterns | Urban Design

USW 27: Bartram’s Mile Trail

Philadelphia Parks & Recreation and 
Schuylkill River Development Corporation, 
in coordination with the John Bartram 
Association, are installing a new segment 
of the Schuylkill River Trail to connect 
further south into Bartram’s Garden. 
The official groundbreaking was held in 
November of 2015. 

This segment, known as Bartram’s Mile, 
will extend the Schuylkill Banks Trail, 
the East Coast Greenway, and the Circuit 
Regional Trail Network. The trail will 
also help to improve public health in the 
adjacent Kingsessing neighborhood by 
adding parks and open space, access to the 
river, and new recreational opportunities.

USW 29: Lea Elementary 
School

Based on a Community Design 
Collaborative schoolyard design 
workshop, the West Philly 
Coalition for Neighborhood 
Schools assembled funding to 
transform the Lea Elementary play 
yard into an urban oasis. 

In 2015, the first phase of 
the project was completed. 
Improvements include a shade 
tree grove and rain gardens along 
47th Street, permeable brick 
pavers at the entrances and under 
trees, and a new gateway at the 
corner of 47th and Spruce Streets.

USW 38: Mount Moriah Cemetery

The Mount Moriah Cemetery spans 
southwest Philadelphia and Yeadon Borough 
with 150 acres of historical graves, markers, 
trees, and buildings. It is cared for by the 
Friends of Mount Moriah, who actively 
maintain, preserve, and fundraise on the 
cemetery’s behalf. A 7-member Preservation 
Board supports the work of the Friends, and 
was put into place to ensure the cemetery’s 
future.

In 2015, the cemetery was added to the 
eligibility list of the National Register of 
Historic Places, the gatehouse was listed as 
one of the Preservation Alliance’s ‘Places to 
Save’, and the Preservation Board and Friends 
Group received a grant for the temporary 
stabilization of the gatehouse. The Board 
is currently pursuing funding to complete a 
strategic plan. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
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ZONING REMAPPING
In 2015 the Philadelphia City Planning Commission continued 
its efforts to implement Philadelphia2035, the Comprehensive 
Plan, through zoning map updates.  By using the recommendations 
of district plans, zoning map updates have begun all over the city, 
working with partners in council and communities across dozens of 
neighborhoods.

Of the ten adopted plans, over 8,000 acres have been proposed for 
remapping, of which approximately 50 percent has been remapped 
or is currently in process.  Following in the footsteps of the newly 
created Zoning Code in 2012, the official zoning map of Philadelphia 
is moving rapidly in the direction of best representing both the 
existing uses, as well as aspirational goals for the future of our city.
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800
ACRES STILL 

TO COME*

858
PROPOSED 

ACRES TO BE 
REMAPPED*

58
ACRES 
REMAPPED

7%

93%



DISTRICT STORY...
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... WITH GREAT ACCESS TO PUBLIC 
TRANSIT

... A PART OF THE METROPOLITAN 
CENTER

RESIDENTS COMMUTE TO WORK

STUDENT POPULATION IMPACT

... A GROWING EDUCATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENT

POPULATION CHANGE (2000-2010)

... AN EDS AND MEDS WORKFORCE

EMPLOYMENT BY JOB SECTORS (2010)
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University Southwest District

60%

35%

26%

34%

4%
5%

8%

77%
Eds and Meds

Culture and 
Hospitality

Private, Office-
Based Services

Other
Industrial, Industrial-related (4%)

Retail Trade, Other Services (2%)

METROPOLITAN CENTER DIAGRAM
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University Southwest District Plan Manager 
Martine Decamp
215.683.4631
Martine.Decamp@phila.gov

Philadelphia City Planning Commission


